[Anesthesia in 2 cases of resection of a renal tumor involving the vena cava].
Renal tumors can be associated with a thrombus that affects the renal vein and even the inferior vena cava. Radical surgery may require a 2-phase approach involving different anesthetic techniques: an abdominal approach for removal of the kidney and a thoracic approach for extraction of the thrombus, with extracorporeal circulation and in some cases cessation of blood circulation. We present 2 cases in which nephrectomy and thrombectomy were carried out with the support of extracorporeal circulation. The thrombus was in the renal vein and the inferior vena cava, extending to the outlet to the right atrium in both cases. In 1 case a portion reached the bifurcation of the pulmonary artery. The operation was performed under hypothermia to reduce circulation and did not require aortic clamping, cardioplegia, or cessation of blood flow.